CAMPER PLANS

Thank you for purchasing this set of camper plans. This set of plans consists of detailed drawings for the frame, walls, and roof and door assemblies. The interior of the camper can be finished out however the builder chooses.

The camper I built was finished out with a sink, furnace, 30 gallon water tank, 4 burner cook top, and a 3 way fridge. I purchased all of the interior appliances off of EBay. If you choose to finish out the interior all framing should be done following the manufactures directions. If you are installing a 3 way refrigerator or LP furnace make sure to follow the installation directions for venting the appliance. If you purchase used appliances you can go online to the manufactures web site and download manuals for most appliances.

If you decide to purchase these plans and are capable of building a project of this size, I’m sure you will have no problem designing the interior to suit your specific needs.

Exterior finishing

I used ¼” luan plywood to sheet the exterior of the camper, and then used .035” Aluminum sheeting to skin the camper. If you choose to skin the camper with Aluminum you will need a Brake to bend many of the trim pieces and body panels to fit the camper.

The Aluminum skin looks nice, but it is also adds about $500 to the cost of the build and you will need to locate a 10’ brake you can borrow for a week or so. The Aluminum skin is held in place using 3m contact cement. You will need 2 gallons to do the entire camper.

All of the seems will need to be overlapped a couple of inches, caulked, and riveted every 3 inches. I used 1000 aluminum rivets to skin the entire camper.

Another option for the exterior (which I wish I would have done) would be to use nice ¼” plywood, Birch, Maple, or the plywood of your choice. Trim all of the corners in wood strips out of solid hardwood and clear coat the entire camper.

Assembling the wood frame

The camper walls and frame is made from 1x2s, 2x2s, and ¾” plywood. You will need 1 quart of Gorilla glue, nail gun, and 1-1/2” finish nails. If you do not have a finish gun you can use drywall screws, or finish nails to assemble. The nails only hold the frame together until the glue dries. The glue is very strong and is all that’s needed to hold the frame together.

The plywood skin also gets glued to the stud wall framing. If you are going to finish the exterior with Aluminum skin you can use screws or nails to attach the sheeting to the frame. If you plan on finishing the exterior with plywood you will need no use a minimal amount of finish nails. After the glue dries all of the nails will need to be set below the surface. The nail holes will need to be filled, and the surfaces sanded.

The hinges used are made from plastic and are purchased in a continues length of 25’ and then cut to length. I used this type of hinge for several reasons. They are water tight, look nicer than steel, will not rust, cheaper than stainless, and they are good to -40 degrees.

The side wall hinges mount on the inside of the camper and the roof hinges mount on the outside of the camper. Place screws every 3” on both edges of the hinge using fender washers on each screw. All of the hardware listed below is stainless steel, it cost a little more, but it will not rust.

The door should be attached using 3” butt hinges, two on both the upper and lower door section. Use a sliding lock bolt to hold the doors together once the camper is open. You may purchase an RV door handle, or use a regular door knob.

PARTS LIST

MCMASTER-CARR.COM

LID SUPPORT SHOCKS (4 REQUIRED) #4138T63 (SPECIFY 100# LOAD)

LOAD RATED PIANO HINGE (35’) #1588A5 (SPECIFY COLOR)

ALUMINUM FLAT STOCK (FOR SHOCK MOUNTS) #8975K28   (3” X ¼” X 6’)

HINGE/SHOCK MOUNT SCREWS #96832A320 (4 PACKS REQUIRED)

WASHERS FOR SCREWS #90313A400 (2 PACKS REQUIRED)

ETRAILERPARTS.COM

3500# AXLE (SPECIFY 72# HUB FACE TO FACE)

LEAF SPRINGS #T2SW4B (2 PAIR)

U BOLT KIT #T3APUBR238BX

HANGER KIT #T3APS1BX

WHEEL AND TIRE #AZ128691WT25B (2 REQUIRED)

A FRAME COUPLER #80072

LIGHT KIT #AS201

You may purchase these parts from your local farm supply store, but expect to pay a little more. Etrailerparts.com is the cheapest source I have found for these parts. You may also use the axle from an old trailer if you have one.

FRAMING MATERIALS

1X2s   (75 required)

2x2s    (12 required)

¾” pressure treated plywood (2 sheets required)

Gorilla glue (2- 16oz bottles)

Exterior sheeting (plywood, ¼”) 10 sheets

2- Draw Hasp (latches to hold the lids closed) National Hardware brand # n210-872. You may purchase these at your local hardware store.

