Wander Pup Trailer
Popular Home Craft, Feb 1951
For Reference Only... Do not use to build a trailer.
Check on Teardrop and Tiny Travel Trailers for up to date building information;
http://www.mikenchell.com/forums
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WANDER PUP licks the one big bug-
aboo of trailers—excess weight. Com-
pletely equipped with beds, stove, water
tank, and refrigerator it has a certified
weight of only 700 Ibs. Yet it has full
headroom for a 62" man and excellent
for two, It iple galley
cozy dinette, big ¢l . plenty of
drawers snd storage space, lots of win-

DWs,

Another good feature of the trailer is
it high road elearance. Therve is 8 mini-
mum of 10" below the dr looy b
the wheels ave indi lly sprung.
look at Photo 1 wi ¢ the detalls, as

will Fig. 1 in the drawing

WANDER PUP is built
wheel i
lactur
fornia.

Most of the plywood and hardware can
he ohiained locally but you will do we
to buy the windows, vent,

an oo sy

Co. of Nl‘-“‘pﬂ]‘ Beach, C

mould

from o teailer -nnpl\ house. If
available in wvour district the Tra
nt Co. of 2140 Amerd

vaeh B

wain by flooring the chassis. Take two
of 4 x & hali-inch \-..ltmpluuf
pl\“n-|| and cut them to 6'4” in length.
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“WAN

By

QUANTITY
2 sheets
5 sheaty
5 she
1 sha.

Spontomand tradler

DER PUP”

JOHN GARTNER

LIST OF MATERIALS

WwOooD
SIZE TYPE
e 8 waterproof plywood
4§ waterproof plywood
[ waterproofl plywosod

waterproof plywood

350 pine or wpruce
EQUIPMENT

| complinle is with 1000 1h. capa 2 windows 13" & 42

city springs shock abiorbers 2 windows 13° x I8
112 round | window 137 3
15 dru.-— hoss 12" confinueus aluminum hinge
| 5 ..1' war pulls
| P ance  lights
ism dinette cushions, 2 pair M4 = Idu or lock e

35" [kinged) | cabinal cajch
| cushion 29" » 4%2 | tail-stop light combination
| portable water tank with spigot | galvanized th-eshald
| roof vent 147 = |4

MISCELLANEOQUS

roll upholiieret's cot

screws; glue| serew pa

mutlin ar canvas, 807 17 lona: copper tacs
it paint i W raulding; balts
matal angles; electric wire

If you are us
one 310"

g the Kmpp chins
the other X “.ulL

Fir
together as in Fig. 1 and saw out the drop

wiile,

floor seetion alongside the (rame mem-
bers, Bolt these pieces to the chassis
with 14" stove bolts in a half dozen places

(see Photo 2), Photo 4 is an underneath
shot of the lower portion of the floor hox.
This drop floar ts made of the end pieces
cut from the 4" plywood foor ends. Use

plenty of waterpreof glue in building this

recessed section.  Bolt % 27 angle
iron hraces at intervals of 12" or so to
strencthen the floor,

is complete, tuke
e vl
four.  The

v for fastening tl

floor

sides.
Next come the sides.  ake two
of 4° x 8 quarter-inch witernrool ply-

ee floo
ik idine

wood and place them on the e
edge to edge. Take a long s
and mark the pieces off into 12°
Refer to Fig. 2 for the pattern of the
It ean be varied somewhat but be sure
and allow the greatest headroom in the
section direetly over the drop floor, Saw
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out on this outline with a jig or band saw.
Before doing anything else take this side
1 pattern and mark out a duplicate on
two move p of the 14" plywood.

Before putting on the outside studs and
leating, decide whether you want the
station wagon effect shown in the finished
WANDER PUP photo. If you do, it is a
lot easier il you stain either the studs
and the cleats or the plywood before
building up the side.
The studs are made of more of the 17

stock. 1 used a standard material
carried by most lumber yards which ae-
toally measures 347 x 15", Allow for
the window openings as in Figs. 3 and 4
The edging is made of scrap pieces of the
1L" plywood from the floor and is jigsawed
out as shown in Figs. 3 and 4 and Photos
6 and 7. The top and bottom of
hos to be tapered to match the %4
Affer putting on the studs cut notches
the plywood sides as shown in Photo 3
tuke the ends of the rafters made of the
same stock as the studs. Check the num-
ber and position of the rafters by scaling
Figs, 6 and 7. Be sure thal the rafters

ach stud

ing the roof vent and the

e and aft windows are in
the right places, Also the hed
risers and the crosspicce on
which the table is hinged

Glue and screw the studs
and the edging to the sides.
Use No. 7 flat head scrows 1"
long in the studs and 23" long
in the edging., S the pieces
cut from the doorway to make
the door.
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A discrepancy will be noted
in the front side windows in
the drawings and in the photos,
1 used some windows: I had on
hand which no longer are
availuble. The window shown
in the deawings is botter boo
use it opens,
mark the floor line on
the inside fuce of the sides and
temporarily aflix two cleats to
each side 1o hold it in position
Erect the sides in the right
place in regard o the Noor,

Put plenty ol waterproof
glue on the lrame stringers
omd set up the sidoz again,

Drill o 4" hole thru each stud
and floor stringer and bolt with
) brass bolts.

1" % 27 vound hes
Use No. 8 1" round head brass
serews between studs into the
floor stringers,

Nuw
valters,
B

stock

we're ready for the

Cut eleven of them
long out of the 1* x 2°
Check Photo 8 gl the
inset of Fig. 3 for the details
ol how these are fastened,
Put glue in the noteh, fit the
ralter closely, and tun o No. 7
114" flat hesd serew at an
angle thru the rafter and into
the edging, Countersink it in

¢ the valters fix
some cross picces of rafter
stock to [rame the fore and aft
window and roof vent open-
ings. A 3" screw thru the
vafter and into the ends of the
es  will hold them

Before beginning with the
roofing we hove to go back to
sis ends, Take some 17
stock and bevel it to fit snugly
under the floor ends and flush
with the curving under sides.
Glue and serew these wunder
the flooy ends. The rear one
will have 1o be bolted thrua the
metil member of the frame end.

Take a picee of 4" x 814" plywood and
glue and serew it to the cross stringer
at the Hoor ling, Its upper edge will conte
about hall way up o the window open-
ing. Plave another short rafter between
the side and winilow edge for [astening
this piece. Place it so thut the 47 plywood
covers only the bottom hall. The upper
hall is tor lastening the next rool see
Glue und sevew this piece o the side
edges and the rafters with No, 5 flat
heard screws. Kegp the serew heads in as
far ns possible from the outside edge to
allow {or rounding off the corners later.

When this picce s ftted saw out the
sevtion that eovers the lower hall of the
window opening, Then fit another piece
of the ' plywood above the one already
placel, This will have to be trimmed to
the middle line of the rafter bordering
the vonf vent. Now fit the twe similay
pieces ot the other end, On top fill in on
onch side of the vent with a piece of the
& plywood and the ool is fnished,

Next take o drawshave and a eoarse
wood rasp and round off the edges of the
upper portion (Photo 9). This doesn’t have
to be done, but it makes a nester job.
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Get a small voll of upholsterer’s eotton
from an upholstery shop {or poadding and
insulating the top. This feature isn’t ac-
tinlly neeessary either, but when the
trailer is parked in the hot sun vou'll be
glad it's there. Spread the top section
with slow-diying glue ard cover it with
the cotton as shown in Photo 10,

The muslin voofing covers not only the
top section but the entire ends as well,
The builder has found that exposed
plywood when bent will cheek and de-
teriorate long before straight sections,
Stretch and tack the eloth over the entive
ool wnd ends using small copper tacks.

This terial is known in the trailer
tinde cast iron slin and can be
ousht at o trailer supply store. It need

not be in one piece as the waterproofing
solution wsed loter will take care of any
senms, On the front amd rear sections the
material must be cemented with water-
proof canvas or linoleum cement. Do the
whaole joli carefully so that a smooth sur-
face is obinined. At the window and vent
openings place most of the tacks on the
inside face of the framing (see Photo 11).

The door comes next. Take the two
pieces cut when making the sides and

frame them on the outside with more of
the 1" % 2% stock, Trim the door so there
n on gl four sides. Hinge
with a piece of continuous hinge.

For deor stops taks some more of the
1" x 2 stock and some 1° wide strips of
1" plywood. Tack the plywood on first
avound the in the door opening.
A standard trailer supply door lock com-
pletes this operation.

Aluminum windows obtained from a
trailer house are used in WANDER PUP
because of their all around quality and
lightness. Use o wiaterproof sealer and
serew them securely every two inches
with 9" round head brass serews.

The top is water ed with a ma-
terial ealled Topbvite, It i= a heavy
asphalt base aluminum paint and is ob-
tainable from trailer supply stores, There
ave other brands of the same stuff which
probably will work as well. This finish
makes the top absolutely waterproof

The cloth covering each end is enam-
eled whatever color you choose. The
sides nre finished with one coat of syn-
resin sealer, such as Firzite, and
ed with two or more coats of
(Caontinned on page 166)

e af
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"WANDER PUP"
(Continued from page 158)
the best quality outside spar varnish,

After painting, mouldings make a com-
plete job. 1 used two strips of bending
vak %" x %" screwed over the eloth
edge .lrul.:nli the top section. The ends
and lower edges are covered with an
aluminum moulding #3” x %" set in a
waterprool sealer and fastened with oval
head drive serews 17 long.

A piece of 45" x 1" wood moulding is
sorewed over the joint between Hhe alu
minum painted top and the enameled ends
exterding from the lower edge of the fore
d aft windows to ench side. Small
pieces of sheet aluminum ean be cut out
and irimmed to make o neat joint where
the three mouldings meet dhout half way
up on the ends of each side.

A study of Photos 13, 14, 15 and 16 will
show the detiils of t
tion., Quarter inch plywood and 17 x 2
framing is used. Purchase o dinette cush-
jon set and a rear bed cushion from a
trailer supply house, rather than try to
make your own; it is much more satis-
factory. The dinette cushions ave hinged
and slide down guickly to make up into
a pood bed. Cushion dimensions are
shown in Fig 5.

The table is hinged on an end rafter
so that it will swing up to the ceiling at
night. The table leg also is hinged and is
made as shown in Photo 12, The drop
leaf pictured in the galley s necessary as
kitchen work space is too limited without
it.

Two drawers are shown below the
clothes closet (Fig. 7) and three below
the galley sink (Photos 14, 15 and 16).
They arve made of 3" plywood for the
sides and bottom with rwood for
the front and back. Outside s for the
drawers that overlap for a good joint are
of 14" plywood. The sink is drained with
a hose bent back ngainst the wall and
extending thru a hole in the floor. The
shelves over the galley are of 14" ply-
wood, A gasoline hot plate makes is-
factary stove. The water tank and round
basin sink are standard teailer supply
items. Interior finish used was a stain
wax in a silver gray color. It is easy to
apply, requires only one coat, and looks
VEry nice.

Gems, Minerals, Gem Cufting

+ Eosicst gem cutting for the Mq‘hmsr Is
cobochon, which is o style of cutting that
may be applicd to almost any mineral or
gem stene, The word comer from the
French, meaning *‘like a ba'd heod.”' the
smooth rounded top being comparable to
a bold ond shining human head.

+ With few exceptions, gem minerals oc-
cor In noture o3 crystuls.

+ Given some mechanical ability and apti-
tide for cutting and grinding, any emao-
teur can learn fo cut cabochons In o very
short time. One cloimed to have pro-
duced o cut moss agate in o iingle even-
ing after 15 minutes expart instruction.

+# There are about 80 semi-precious and &
precious stones the amotevr gem cutter ¥
should learn to identily even In their
reugh forms.

+ Imperfections in rough, irregular min-
wruls conceal thelr true beautlvs. The job
is to take out or minimize thoie which in-
clude dull surfaces, chippad or broken
edges, foo-roughly smoothed wndesiroble
shapes.—Morris A. Hall
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