Camp Trailer
From Mechanix Illustrated, August 1956
For Reference Only... Do not use to build a trailer.
Check on Teardrop and Tiny Travel Trailers for up to date building information;
http://www.mikenchell.com/forums










family to sleep in. It has a built in
kitchen, complete with water supply, ice
box, food compartment, table and chairs,
stove and a clothes closet. The trailer
is 10 feet long x 4 feet wide x 4 feet 10
inches high. It is a perfect trailer for
a man who wants to travel, or hunt and
go fishing in.
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The trailer body is constructed en-
tirely out of wood—plywood sides with
hardwood framing. It has traveled over
20,000 miles in the last couple of years,
and it is just as sturdy now as the day it
was built.

Start construction with the axle and
wheel assembly. The I beam should be
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56 in. long, and be sure the ends are
square. Take two uprights, 1x4x11-in.
steel plate, and the two spindles that fit
the trailer wheels and trim them down
to 11 inches.

On the I beam measure in on each end
4 in. and take the spring you are going
to use on that side and lay it across the
I beam so that the outside of the spring
is on this line. Now take the U bolts
and slip two of them over the spring,
and mark as closely as possible where
the holes are to come. Center punch
and drill these holes slightly over size

Interior view of trailer shows the clothes
closet. access door and left side window.
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stove, ice box, water tap. storage drawers.

Compact arrangement of kitchen area shows

Emm

FEE
mmmmm

Y _,mm
ﬁmmm m@ mm m 8
e e

to

The jack dolly can be secured through

your hardware dealer. It is

the end of the bolt. Take the 1%-in. nut
and drill a hole through it as shown. The
hole is to be large enough to receive the

14-in. locking pin.

Screw the bolt into the nut so that
the dolly rests on the floor. When you
are satisfied with the way it sets take

the -in. rod and bend it into a

crank and weld it to the top of the

LARGE-SCALE PLANS

Specify Plan No. HJ-26, Trailer.

[Continued on page 183]
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Camp Trailer

[Continued from page 125]
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though not spacious. it will sleep a small family.

If you wish to buy the trailer jack you
will possibly find an ad in this magazine
where you can purchase one. That also
goes for the trailer hitch as it is best to
buy a hitch and be on the safe side.

The two pieces of 1-in. chain are welded
about 3 in. from the end of the tongue, one
on each side of the channel iron; the ends of
these chains are to be fastened to the

:

laid out and cut to fit the sides. Follow the
drawings for dimensions and details.
can

... Supplement warning —
lights with universal-m

Accessory Gauges
BY STEWART-WARNER

You need more than warning lights for safe,
t operation of your car’s engine. A gen-
erator warning light only indicates that the
!EM?‘mm mking, ail:;‘ a‘;:::-ipmsure
warning you wi pressure
is dangerously low. But with quality Stewart-
Warner Gauges you always know your exact
oil pressure —your ezact amperage reading.
Stewart-Warner offers a complete line of
gauges for every purpose—for cars, trucks
buses, tractors, boats and stationary engines.
See your dealer or write -

STEWART-WARNER

Dept. V-84, 1840 Diversey Poarkway, Chicoge 14, lllincis

MASTER RULE MFO. CO. INC. , MADOLITOWS, M. T,
Plecse send me lHerciure on the Masier Froming

Rule.
My locol hardwore dooler I8, .. ..oveeieessarraion
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Camp Trailer

[Continued from page 183]

be constructed as shown, or to suit your
individual requirements.

When building the kitchen partitions be
sure to measure each piece’s location be-
fore you cut it to size.

You will note that the four sides of the
ice box are 22% in. high; front and back
are 16 in. wide, the top sides 10 in. wide.
Before nailing the front on, lay out the food
compartment door and cut it out. Do not
nail in the plywood bottom until the sheet
metal core and bottom insulation is in-
stalled. :

Lay out the ice box sheet metal piece
for the back and top sides. When you have
this piece cut and bent as shown, the rest
of the pieces will not give you any serious
trouble. The upper front piece is cut and
soldered in place. Be sure that the entire
length of each joint is soldered. Next, the
bottom is cut and soldered into place.

The ice compartment is built last. It is
made from a piece of 16-gauge sheet metal.
This is a heavier gauge as the ice will set
here and it will be subject to some sliding
around while the trailer is in motion.

The 8%.x12-in. piece of corrugated metal
is placed on the bottom of the ice com-
partment; the cake of ice will rest on this,
Since the metal is corrugated it will pro-
vide an easy escape for the melted ice
water, also keep the drain from being
covered over and trapping the water. You
can now solder the copper tubing in place
allowing it to stick out a couple of inches

through the bottom of the ice box.

- Depending on the kind of material you
use, you may find it easier to install the
core in the wood shell first and then put
in the insulating material.

‘Cut and bend the sheet metal of the ice
box door as shown. For insulating cork or
some similar material can be used. Fasten
the sheet metal with small wood screws;
the rubber seal is either glued or nailed
into place.

Before cutting the above pieces to size,
set the ice box on the kitchen cabinet base
_ on the left side and snug against the trailer
side. This is a temporary set up only for
measuring purposes. The distance should
be 31 in. from the right side of the trailer to
ice box. This is the space that the kitchen

184

cabinet is to occupy. If the distance is
other than 31 in. then you must cut the
kitchen cabinet pieces accordingly. The
height will not change.

The water tank goes behind the ice box.
A tank of galvanized sheet metal of the
right dimensions can either be made or

' At the base of the tank on the
right side drill a %2 in. hole and solder a
1% in. piece of copper tubing. Make the
tubing long enough to clear the edge of the
kitchen base. The copper tubing is bent
so that it will line up with the hole in the
kitchen cabinet upright. Solder a threaded
fitting to the end of the tubing and serew on
the faucet.

After all parts of your trailer are con-
structed and installed, and the outside
painted with a good outdoor paint, you will
find that you have a really compact week-
end trailer that will soon repay in pleasure
the time and money spent on it. ®

Photography Today
[Continued from page 155]
bottom of your camera? The tripod hole
never seems to be where it was the last
time you used the camera. If you think it
hasn’t moved around, just take a look at
the scratches near the tripod socket! A
gadget to eliminate this frustrating and un-
dignified behavior is the Zip-Grip manu-
factured by Burleigh Brooks of 10 West

40th Street, New York City.

The Zip-Grip consists of two parts—a
small button about a quarter-inch thick,
as wide as a half-dollar, with a ¥x20 stud
in the middle. This part is screwed into
the tripod socket of the camera and left
there permanently. The other part of the
Zip-Grip is screwed to the tripod.

To secure the camera to the triped, a
small lever on the tripod half is pushed,
opening a set of jaws. The camera, with
the mating half on the bottom, is then
placed within the jaws and the lever
pushed to the closed position.

Presto, your camera is locked to the
tripod with nary a wiggle between camera
and tripod. *

—R. B.

August, 1956



