MORE FUN FOR
YOUR MONEY:

a Foldi

By Joy LaBell
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HE four-o’clock hunt for a motel is

not for us. When we go touring we
carry our own skyroom on top of the car.
Closed it looks like a huge old-fashioned
trunk. Flip open the “lid,” set up the
solid walls, bolt on the aluminum roof—
and in 20 minutes we have a real

ow to Builc

Bedroom

8-by-12' bedroom with two full-size
foam-rubber mattresses. The open “lid”
shelters a patio for dining or—with cur-
tains drawn—dressing,

The whole skyroom took about $75
worth of materials. (It saved us more
than that in just one vacation.) It can be
taken off by loosening a few bolts.

The box, which forms the floor and
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also stores everything for the road. has |

177

% plywood sides and ends with %” ply- |
wood floors nailed to crosswise ribs. |
There are five 1%”-by-1%" ribs in the bot- |
tom of the box. The top has seven %”-by- ' .
3” ribs cut to make a curved box roof, *

which is covered with %” hardboard.
Sockets 1% square, built up from
pieces of scrap % steck, are screwed into
the box to take the wall corner posts.
The walls are ¥’ tempered hardboard.
The two identical side walls are capped
by grooved lengths of 1%” by #”, glued
on. These walls have 3/16” holes bored
near the edges so that they can be bolted
to the corner posts. The end walls are
also capped with 1%”7-by-#” strips, which
hold the bolts for fastening on the roof
pieces. The corner posts are a permanent
part of the end-wall panels. 3
The corner posts, 2 by 2”, are slanted

at the top to match the slant of the side
walls and rabbeted at the bottom to fit =
into the sockets in the box. The door
is simply an unframed piece of ¥” hard- ©

board with cabinet hinges and a hasp
for a lock. A filler strip built up from

1%-by-#" stock is bolted to the adjacent |
corner posts to form a lintel over the =

door opening.

Supporting framework. Even though
my car is a convertible, a fairly simple
arrangement fastens the skyroom to it. =

The box is attached by bolting its cross-
wise ribs to the lengthwise ribs of the
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That overgrown suitcase a bedroom? Watch . . .
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They slip into grooves and sockets on rim.  Bolted-together walls hold roof support . . .

framework. These lengthwise ribs are in The ends of the U’s are cut to fit

turn bolted to two inverted U's. The Us  closely into short uprights of 24”-by-14

Vv’

are reinforced with corner braces of ¥”  steel channel, which are welded to hori-
waterproof plywood, glued and screwed  zontal channels bolted to the car chassis.
into rabbets. I bolted the rear undercar channel to the
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MORE FUN FOR YOUR MONEY:

How to Make...

E BRACKETS FITE="
RAIN TROUGH S

""""" AN \,\[
" T0 PACK CABANA,

ROLL CANVAS
AROUND FOLDED

< FRAME

& \

THIS BRACKET HOOKS
OVER FRAME

4% s
-~ MAKE ONE DOOR BRACKE]T

ADJUSTABLE WITH
/ SLOT AND WING NUT
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BATHING-SUIT CHANGES at out-of-the-
way swim spols are no problem when
you unfold this little portable dress-
ing room. IU’s nothing but a few yards
of awning canvas tacked to three
wooden arms that hook over the gut-
ter and opened doors of a four-door
sedan. The same idea could be adapted
to two-door cars by adding one leg.



